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SABER          
MISSION STATEMENT 

Saint James School provides a quality Catholic 
education inspired by the Sisters of Mercy and 
based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.  We 
strive to develop the full potential of every 
child, encourage service to others, and build a 
foundation for independent life-long learning. 

STORIES 

May 2021 

                PRINCIPAL’S LETTER 

With our final trimester of the 2020-2021 school year 

well underway, it seems like an appropriate time to reflect on just 

how much our school community has accomplished throughout the 

past year.  While no one could have predicted how this year would 

unfold when we retuned in September, I want to gratefully 

acknowledge and commend our Saint James School teachers (and 

aides and staff) for their unyielding efforts to make this year so 

successful for our students. 

There is no doubt that teachers have had the most challenging year of 

their careers this past year.  From managing fears surrounding the 

COVID-19 virus, juggling in-person and remote learning each day, 

handling heightened social-emotional challenges, and enforcing 

safety protocol in the classroom, I know you will agree that our 

teachers have truly been superheroes throughout the pandemic.  

Saint James School teachers have been unyielding in putting their 

students’ needs above all else, adapting to new schedules and new 

technology, and making sure that every student is able to thrive 

during their most challenging days.  As Principal, I could not imagine 

working with a better team of teachers, administrators, and staff. 

As we kick off the month of May, I ask that you please join me in 

celebrating our teachers during National Teacher Appreciation Week 

(May 3rd – 7th).  During this same week, students in grades 3 through 

7 will finish taking the IOWA standardized tests to further assess 

their performance in critical areas of learning.  This month, we will 

also have a virtual Art Show and Mr. Corcoran will be hosting an 

outdoor concert for instrumental music students and their families.  

Looking ahead to June, we are finalizing plans for 8th grade 

graduation and our other end-of-the year activities.  Those details 

and our June calendar will be communicated shortly.  For families 

that will not be returning to Saint James School next year – whether 

your youngest child is graduating, your family is moving out of the 

area, or your educational plans have changed – we hope that you will 

remain in touch and continue to keep Saint James School in your 

prayers.  While we have always prioritized a strong partnership with 

our families, those relationships have been instrumental in making 

this year so successful.  We are grateful for your commitment to our 

school and your support throughout the past year.  For those families 

returning next year, we look forward to seeing you back in early 

September to further build the community that makes Saint James 

School such a special place for our students to grown and learn.   

Peace in Christ, 
Mrs. Zorger 

 
 

“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are 
old they will not turn from it..”       Proverbs 22:6  

IMPORTANT DATES 

May 11th -  12:05pm Dismissal Day  

May 31st -  No School (Memorial Day) 

June 4th -  8th Grade Graduation  

June 11th -  Last Day of Pre-K (all classes) 

June 14th -  12:05pm Dismissal Day  

June 15th -  12:05pm Dismissal Day & 
 Last Day of School for K-7 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

 The First Day of School for the 2021-2022 
school year for K-8 students will be 
Thursday, September 2nd. 

 The First Day of School for each of our Pre-
Kindergarten classes will be as follows: 

  Thursday 9/2:  Pre-K4 Full Time 

 Friday 9/1:  Pre-K4 Part Time  

 Tuesday 9/7:  Pre-K3 Full Time 

 Wednesday 9/8:  Pre-K3 Part Time 

 All students entering Pre-K, Kindergarten, 
and 7th Grade must have an updated 
physical form on file with the school before 
the first day of school. 

 
 

REMOTE LEARNER PICK-UP DAYS 

May 7th & May 21 

2:30pm — 4:30pm 
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 FRIENDZY SEL PROGRAM 

During the month of May, we will delve into the final 

unit of our Friendzy Curriculum which helps remind 

our students that “Friendship is a Gift.” This unit will 

encompass everything that we have learned up until 

this point and remind students about the importance 

of having good friendships in our lives. 

We hope that this program has been helpful for your 

family, especially during a difficult year, and that you 

have found tips and strategies along the way to 

support your child(ren) now and in the years ahead.   

Research shows that social and emotional literacy 

supports success in every part of a student’s life with 

positive gains in both academic achievement and 

interpersonal relationships. Thank you for taking this 

journey with us this year.  

  

END OF YEAR UPDATE 

Mark your calendars!  The last day of the 2020-

2021 school year for our Kindergarten - 7th grade 

students has been updated to June 15th (reflecting 

the two snow days we had this year).  For all other 

grades, the last day of school will be as follows: 

Grade 8 Graduation:  June 4th 

Pre-K:  June 11th 

Additional details will be sent out via 

email as we get closer to these 

exciting milestones. 

ATTENTION GRADE 6 PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

The State of CT mandates that students entering 

Grade 7 in the Fall of 2021 have an updated, current 

Physical and Immunization Form (signed by the 

doctor) on file in their school health records. This 

notice allows plenty of time to make an appointment 

for a physical for your child before the start of 

school. 

The State of CT Health Assessment Form can be 

found on the Saint James School website under the 

forms/docs tab or may be obtained directly from 

your health care provider or from the school nurse.  

Please return the completed form to the Saint James  

school nurse before July 31, 2021. 

 

STUDENT MEDICATIONS 

A reminder that parents/guardians will need to make 

arrangements to pick up all student medications from 

the nurse prior to the last day of school.  Students 

cannot bring medicines home themselves. 

If your child has medication at school, please reach 

out to the Saint James School nurse, Mrs. Vignati, at 

(860) 643-5088 (x3) to schedule a pick-up time.   

Also, all medication authorization forms need to be 

renewed annually for each school year. It is the 

parent’s responsibility to bring medication and a 

completed and signed medication authorization form 

to the nurse when we return to school in September.  

The most recent medication authorization form can 

be found on the school website under the Forms/

Docs section. 

 

DINE-OUT NIGHTS RETURNING 

With the weather getting nicer and 

restaurants increasing their capacity, 

Saint James School will be hosting a 

few dine-out nights with local restaurants in the 

weeks ahead.  These dine-out nights are a simple 

way to support our school, as a portion of every sale 

is donated back to SJS.  Please keep an eye on the 

daily email for details. 
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SPRING INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC CONCERTS 

The following (outdoor) concerts are being held for 

instrumental music families to enjoy:  

Advanced Band: Wednesday, May 19th at 6:00pm 

(rain date of Wednesday, May 26th)  

Beginning & Intermediate Bands: Thursday, May 

20th at 6:00pm (rain date of Thursday, May 27th)  

The performances will take place in the back 

courtyard behind the school gymnasium. Parents 

and guests will need to bring chairs and will sit 

outside of the courtyard. Masks required for all 

attendees.  

Performers should bring a chair, music stand, music, 

and instrument. Please note that performers are 

required to wear a mask when not playing.  

 

FIRST COMMUNION  

Congratulations to the following students who made 
their First Penance earlier this year and will make 
their First Communion in May: 

 

    Joshua Clark 

    Peyton Clark 

    Lily Davis 

    Melanie Devanney 

    Adalyn Fiereck 

    Aria Gomes 

    Harrison Hetherington 

    Wyatt Joyner 

    Mason King 

    Henry Kolberg 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Saint James School 
Foundation  

Golf Tournament 
 

The annual Saint James 

School Foundation Golf Scramble and Dinner will be 

held on Wednesday, September 1st at Manchester 

Country Club.  Details will be forthcoming. 

 

2021 FIELD DAY 

Saint James School will host a fun-filled field day for 

all Kindergarten through 7th Grade students on 

Tuesday, June 14th.  Remote learner students are 

welcome to attend to participate with their 

classmates for this fun morning. 

 

ZANER-BLOSER STATE HANDWRITING 

WINNERS 

Saint James School is thrilled to announce that two 

of our students have been designated as State of 

Connecticut handwriting champions in the Zaner-

Bloser National Handwriting Contest!  As you may 

recall, Saint James School selected a handwriting 

winner from our Kindergarten through 3rd grade 

classes in early February and submitted them to the 

State competition.   

Congratulations to Kindergartner, Charles Zaleski, 

and 3rd Grade student, Connor Howard. 
 

Penelope Leitao 

McKenna Mauldin 

Andrew Miller 

Kenny O’Hara 

Rylie Pennington 

Therese Pfeiffer 

James Poth 

Ryan Rafferty 

Enzo Razo-Morel 

Adrian Rodriguez 
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS FROM THE NURSE 

Absence Calls: Parents must call the school nurse before 8:00am to report any absence (use option 3 on the 
automated menu).  Please give your name and your relation to the student, the student’s name, homeroom, and the 
reason for the absence.  

If your child is ill, please report the nature of the illness.  Please follow these guidelines to protect your child and the 
rest of the school community from illness: 

 Be sure that your child is eating healthy foods and getting plenty of exercise and sleep 

 Frequent hand washing for everyone at home 

 Get a flu shot (now is the best time) 

 Change out school masks daily (ensure a second clean mask is always in your child’s backpack) 

 Please remain vigilant in monitoring your child’s health and wellness every day.  Take your child’s temperature 
every morning before leaving for school and assesses their general health daily. Please keep children home if 
they have a temperature and/or any complaint of illness and contact your child’s health care provider for advice 
on: 

 Fever, cough, or sore throat 

 Complaints of feeling ill  

 Diarrhea or vomiting - must wait at least 24 hours after vomiting/diarrhea ends before returning to school 

 Rash of unknown origin 

 Eye conjunctivitis (pink eye) 

 Send your child back to school only when they have been cleared by a general practice doctor or physician’s 
assistant AND are: 

 Fever free for 24 hours AND not using analgesics for temperatures 

 If on antibiotics, at least 24 hours after first dose and feeling better  

Students are REQUIRED to remain at home if: 

 They test positive for COVID-19 or have been exposed to/in contact with someone who has tested positive. If 
this happens the parent/guardian needs to inform the Saint James School nurse immediately.  If a 
positive test result is received after 3:00pm or over the weekend, please email Mrs. Zorger immediately 
at bzorger@saintjamesschool.net. 

 Your child is involved with an activity where there has been a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19, 
and you have been told your child needs to quarantine.  Exposed individuals can still spread the virus 
even though they may not be experiencing any symptoms. 

 If a student has traveled to any of the current CT DPH COVID-19 hotspots, he/she will need to quarantine for 10 
days prior to returning to school and/or until an accepted negative COVID-19 test is provided to the school.  
Please email documentation of results to the school nurse at jvignati@mpspride.org. 

 They experience any high risk COVID-19 symptoms including:  

 Fever (above 100.0 F or per clinical judgement with OR without fatigue/body aches/chills) 

 New unexplained loss of taste or smell 

 Respiratory symptoms (lung congestion, shortness of breath) 

 


