
       DECEMBER 2020 SABER STORIES  

 

PAGE 1 

SABER          

MISSION STATEMENT 

Saint James School provides a quality Catholic 
education inspired by the Sisters of Mercy and based 
on the teachings of Jesus Christ.  We strive to 
develop the full potential of every child, encourage 
service to others, and build a foundation for 
independent life-long learning. 

STORIES 

December 2020 

          PRINCIPAL’S LETTER 

Welcome to the season of Advent! 

As we turn our attention to the month of December, 

I can’t help but feel excited about all the traditions 

that we, as Christians, get to enjoy this month. While 

these festivities will undoubtedly look different this 

year, perhaps it is just what we need to take a step 

back from pre-holiday “busy-ness,” so we can learn 

to savor our true gifts: the love and presence of our 

families, our continued health, the support of our 

friends and school community, and—above all—

reflect on how we can be better stewards of our 

faith. 

Here at Saint James School, we plan to observe many 

of the usual Advent and Christmas traditions, 

although altered to preserve our grade-level cohorts.  

Our eighth graders will host the weekly Advent 

Wreath lighting for broadcast in the individual 

classrooms as well as the annual Tree of Blessings 

ceremony where we remember and honor loved 

ones within our school community. The message and 

spirit of Christmas will be alive and well in our 

classrooms as students continue to participate in fun 

activities and spiritual reflections with their teachers 

and classmates.  

The faculty and I remain grateful for your prayers, 

support, and generosity as we carry out our 

academic and faith-filled mission together in a 

partnership between school and family. I wish you a 

healthy, relaxing, and joyous Christmas season. 

Peace in Christ, 

Mrs. Zorger 
 

A merry heart does good like medicine. 

Proverbs  17:22 

IMPORTANT DATES 

December 11 - $1.00 PJ Dress Down for CCMC 

December 11 – 12:05pm Dismissal Day 

December 23 – 12:05pm Dismissal Day (bus students 
dismiss at 11:00am) 

December 24 – January 1 - Christmas Recess 

January 4 –  School Resumes 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

 Due to town scheduling, bus students will need 
to be dismissed at 11:00am on Wednesday, 
December 23rd.  Please ensure someone is home 
to meet students at the earlier time. 

 On November 23rd Governor Ned Lamont 
announced that all high school and youth sports 
activities must be put on hold until at least 
January 19th.  This impacts our school’s 
basketball, cheerleading, and ski club programs. 
We will share updates as they are available. 

 Punctuality is important; late arrivals disrupt 
classroom time. Please take care to have your 
student to school on time.  Student absences 
should be called into the school by 8:00am. 

 Parking cannot occur in certain areas as it blocks 
the buses and disrupts traffic flow. Please follow 
posted parking signs every day. 

 Please check your email daily for information 
from the school. 
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TRAVEL POLICY UPDATE 

Saint James School follows the CT State Travel Advisory Executive Orders, which require a 14 day quarantine in many 

travel circumstances.  Effective November 17, 2020, Saint James School, in conjunction with the Manchester Board of 

Education, has amended our return to school policy for students who return from spending more than 24 hours in a 

state/country on the Travel Advisory list by allowing them to shorten the 14 day quarantine period by submitting to 

the school a PCR COVID test with negative test result as outlined below: 

* If traveling to a "Red" state on Connecticut's travel advisory list for more than 24 hours, or out of the country, 

students (and staff) must either quarantine for 14 days or provide a negative COVID-19 test to the school prior to 

returning to the school building. 

* The test must be obtained in the 72 hours prior to your arrival in CT or following your arrival back in CT. 

* The COVID-19 test must be a PCR LAB TEST (a Rapid test will NOT be accepted).  Students or staff cannot return to 

the school building until the results of a negative Covid-19 test has been received by the school nurse or have 

quarantined for 14 days.   Test results can be faxed to our school fax (860 649 6462) or emailed to Mrs. Vignati at 

jvignati@mpspride.org. 

 You can find the "Red" states on Connecticut's Coronavirus website (https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/

travel).  This list is updated on a weekly basis. 
 

We ask that you continue to keep in mind that COVID-19 is spreading even in small indoor gatherings.  Please 

take every precaution to keep yourself, your family, and our school community safe. 

  

TREE OF BLESSINGS 

We are currently accepting orders for the 2020 Tree of 

Blessings.  You may purchase a beautifully designed 

cardstock ornament In Memory of or In Honor of a 

loved one. The ornament, with your loved ones’ name, 

will be displayed on the school Christmas tree.  A prayer 

service will be held on December 16th with students 

honoring all those whose names appear on the tree.  A 

copy of the order form can be found HERE.  Please have 

all order forms in by December 11th so ornaments can 

be made in time for the ceremony.  All proceeds benefit 

Saint James School. 

ORNAMENTS WILL BE LARGER THAN SHOWN 

 FRIENDZY SEL PROGRAM 

In this unit, students will learn the importance of 

considering the needs of others, not just their own. 

Using the catchphrase You First, students will ex-

plore the plan that God has laid out for us to consid-

er of the needs of others before we think of our-

selves.  The acronym OTHERS will be discussed: 

Observe, Think, Honor, Encourage, Respect, and 

Serve.    

Parents are encouraged to continue the conversa-

tion at home by asking their children about each 

unit in the FRIENDZY program. 

Research shows that social and emotional literacy 

supports success in every part of a student’s life, with 

positive gains in both academic achievement and in-

terpersonal relationships.   

We welcome you to revisit our FRIENDZY program 

kickoff letter HERE.  

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel
mailto:jvignati@mpspride.org
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel
https://saintjamesschool.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020-Tree-of-Blessings-Order-Form.pdf
https://saintjamesschool.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Letter-from-Mrs-Zorger-Friendzy-Program-Launch.pdf
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AMAZON SMILE REMINDER 

Do you shop on Amazon.com?  Amazon’s charitable 

giving program, AmazonSmile, will donate a 

percentage of your total Amazon purchases to Saint 

James School!   

Simply type https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-

0653122 into your website browser and begin 

shopping.  Saint James School will receive 0.5% of 

the purchase price, with no additional cost to 

you.  Please note, the charity name will come up 

as Saint James Parish Corporation, however money 

earned is directly deposited into our Saint James 

 
 

SCHOOL MASS  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH 9:00AM 

 

Please join us for the monthly Saint James 

School Children’s Mass at Saint James Church 

on Sunday, December 13th at 9:00am.  Saint 

James School students are encouraged to wear 

their school uniforms.  This is a great way for the 

Saint James Church parishioners (many of whom 

very generously support our school) to see the 

exceptional students they are investing in. 

All Saint James School families are welcome 

regardless of faith or home church. 

SJS 2020 ANNUAL FUND UPDATE 

As the calendar year draws to a close, we wish to 

extend a special Thank You to all the members of 

the Saint James community who have generously 

supported our 2020 Annual Fund Campaign! To 

date, we have raised $25,775 thanks to strong 

participation from our SJS parents, grandparents, 

alumni, parishioners, and other friends of the school. 

As previously noted, this year’s donations are helping 

offset the substantial cost of modifications and 

purchases made to operate our school during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  This includes a recent purchase 

of specialized air purifiers being added to our 

classrooms to clean the air. 

Annual fund donations have helped us make many 

critical improvements in recent years such as bright, 

energy-efficient windows in the majority of our school 

and new energy-efficient roofs over our classrooms, 

breezeway, gymnasium/cafeteria wing, and Pre-

Kindergarten. The impact of these improvements on 

our school facility has been significant and we thank 

you for your support. 

If you have not yet made a (tax-deductible) 

donation to the Saint James School 2020 Annual 

Fund Campaign, we hope that you will consider 

helping Saint James School stay strong for the 

future by making a contribution today.  Every 

donation makes a difference! 

Visit www.saintjamesschool.net/annualfund  for 

more information and to make an on-line 

donation.  

Thank you again for all you do to support our 

school! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653122
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653122
http://www.saintjamesschool.net/annualfund
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS FROM THE NURSE 

Absence Calls: Parents must call the school nurse before 8:00am to report any absence (use option 3 on the automated 
menu).  Please give your name and your relation to the student, the student’s name, homeroom, and the reason for the 
absence.  

If your child is ill, please report the nature of the illness.  Please follow these guidelines to protect your child and the 
rest of the school community from illness: 

 Be sure that your child is eating healthy foods and getting plenty of exercise and sleep 

 Frequent hand washing for everyone at home 

 Get a flu shot (now is the best time) 

 Change out school masks daily (ensure a second clean mask is always in your child’s backpack) 

 Please remain vigilant in monitoring your child’s health and wellness every day.  Take your child’s temperature 
every morning before leaving for school and assesses their general health daily. Please keep children home if they 
have a temperature and/or any complaint of illness and contact your child’s health care provider for advice on: 

 Fever, cough, or sore throat 

 Complaints of feeling ill  

 Diarrhea or vomiting - must wait at least 24 hours after vomiting/diarrhea ends before returning to school 

 Rash of unknown origin 

 Eye conjunctivitis (pink eye) 

 Send your child back to school only when they have been cleared by a general practice doctor or physician’s 
assistant AND are: 

 Fever free for 24 hours AND not using analgesics for temperatures 

 If on antibiotics, at least 24 hours after first dose and feeling better  

Students are REQUIRED to remain at home if: 

 They test positive for COVID-19 or have been exposed to/in contact with someone who has tested positive. If this 
happens the parent/guardian needs to inform the Saint James School nurse immediately.  If a positive test 
result is received after 3:00pm or over the weekend, please email Mrs. Zorger immediately at 
bzorger@saintjamesschool.net. 

 Your child is involved with an activity where there has been a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19, 
and you have been told your child needs to quarantine.  Exposed individuals can still spread the virus even 
though they may not be experiencing any symptoms. 

 If a student has traveled to any of the current CT DPH COVID-19 hotspots, he/she will need to quarantine for 14 
days prior to returning to school and/or until an accepted negative COVID-19 test is provided to the school. 

 They experience any high risk COVID-19 symptoms including:  

 Fever (above 100.0 F or per clinical judgement with OR without fatigue/body aches/chills) 

 New unexplained loss of taste or smell 

 Respiratory symptoms (lung congestion, shortness of breath) 

 



       DECEMBER 2020 SABER STORIES  

 

PAGE 5 

HONOR ROLL—FIRST TRIMESTER 

High Honors 

Grade 6  Grade 7  Grade 8 

 Kalli Bevans  

 Amelia Deschaine  

 Jameson Fisher  

 Brandon Harley  

 Lauren Nyberg  

 Christine Pham Le  

 Cora Tierney  

 Lauren Williams  

 Kamden Bevans 

Leyton Bulger 

Taylor Caldwell 

Clara Covill 

Samantha Kellerman 

Allyson Leary 

Matthew Lysik 

Alex Melaragno 

Molly Melia 

Irene Milite 

Nora O'Callaghan 

William Piotrowski 

Ayden Riendeau 

Ayva Scalese 

Sarah Siolkowski 

 Stefaniya Barbieri 

Alexander Bulger 

Jason Dufresne 

Maya Fisher 

Brianna Flores 

Michael Machewirth 

Marko Paxi 

Christian Tjagvad 

General Honors 

Grade 6  Grade 7  Grade 8 

Maher Abunasra 

Brent Cattanach 

Emmaline Davis 

Taleah Davis 

Olivia DeLaura 

Kaitlyn Duran 

Alexandra Estrella 

Layne Gordon 

Angielee Hernando 

Stafford Ford King 

Gavin Preuss 

Natalie Rutar 

Fabrizia Spadaccini 

Anthony Stelma 

 Nina Crawford 

Edwin (Will) Davis 

Gabriella DiSalvatore 

Madigan Fogarty 

Jake Gangloff 

Aiden Garcia 

Makayla Jones 

Jasmine Lengsavath 

Alexander Musiitwa 

Mason Pelletier 

Stefan Poth 

Lilly Puzio 

Kaitlyn Soto 

Anya Tansil 

Caitlyn Tran 

Jack Utter 

Sophia Zimmerman 

 Anya Avis 

Anna-Maria Bellamy 

Ryan Carroll 

Daniel Chomick 

John Christina 

Samantha Creamer 

Andrew DeLaura Jr. 

Monique Garcia-Nieves 

Christian Gorman 

Greyson Grzesiakowski 

Brendan Guenther 

Patricia Kearney 

Joseph Kearney 

Trevor Kincheloe 

Mary LaMonica 

Aidan McCauliffe 

Igor Rutkauski 

Zachary Nyberg 

Avery Prewo 

Jack Randolph 

Troy Soteriou 

Colten Yates 


