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DECEMBER CALENDAR 

Dec. 2 Advent Wreath Lighting, 8:15AM, Gym 

Dec. 4 
Christmas Concert: FMI Band, Choir and Grades 1 and 4, 
9AM for School and 6:30PM for Family and Friends, Gym 

Dec. 5 Faculty Meeting, 2:15PM 

Dec. 6 
HALF DAY-12:05PM DISMISSAL 

NO EXTENDED DAYCARE 

Dec. 8 St. James Church Children’s Mass, 9AM, Church 

Dec. 9 Immaculate Conception School Mass, 9:15AM, Church 

Dec. 11 Christmas Store, Gym 

Dec. 12 
Reconciliation, Grades 3-8, 9AM, Church 

Faculty PLC Meeting, 2:15PM 
HSA Evening Meeting, 7-8:30PM, Library 

Dec. 13 

PJ Day $1 to benefit CCMC 
HSA Morning Meeting, 8-9AM, Lower Church 

Snowdate for Reconciliation, Grades 3-8, 9AM, Church 
Middle School Dance, St. Bridget School, 7-9:30PM 

Dec. 16 Advent Wreath Lighting, 8:15AM, Gym 

Dec. 18 Tree of Blessings, 9AM, Gym 

Dec. 21 Christmas Anticipation Mass, 9:15AM, Church 

Dec. 23-
Jan. 1 

NO SCHOOL-CHRISTMAS RECESS 

 

Dec. 25 Merry Christmas to All! 

Jan. 1 Happy New Year to All! 

Jan. 2 School Resumes 

 

St. James School  
73 Park Street 
Manchester, CT 06040 
(860) 643-5088 
www.SaintJamesSchool.net 

Bridget Zorger, Principal 

 MISSION STATEMENT 

Saint James School provides a quality Catholic 
education inspired by the Sisters of Mercy and based 
on the teachings of Jesus Christ. We strive to develop 
the full potential of every child, to encourage service 
to others, and to build a foundation for independent 
life-long learning.  

 

Tis’ the Season 

     What a wonderful time of the year!  With all the 
hustle and bustle of this time of year, it is hard to stop 
and take in the wonder of the season.  One of the 
reasons I consider myself lucky to be in this profession 
is to be in the presence of children during this time.  
They are excited, curious, and full of joy.  It reminds 
me of my childhood when plans were being made for 
family and friend visits, trying new and familiar 
recipes, and creating and giving homemade gifts.  I 
carry on these traditions as an adult, but if I don’t stop 
and take the time to appreciate it all, it can get 
overwhelming.   
     However, I am most appreciative of my presence 
here because the true meaning of this season 
permeates our school.  Halls are alive with Christmas 
carols that reference Christ’s birth, nativities and 
angels decorate our halls, and the story of Christmas is 
well-known to all in our community.   
     During this Advent season, we remind the children 
to not only assist in preparing their homes for 
Christmas, but more importantly, prepare their hearts.  
We can all make a difference if this conversation and 
role-modeling of what our hearts should be like in 
preparation for the coming of Jesus is continued at 
home.   
     So let’s light our first candle of our Advent Wreath, 
and pray for the guidance to reflect the true meaning 
of Advent and Christmas to all we come to meet this 
month. 

Peace & Blessings, Mrs. Zorger 

 

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH 
 

TRUTHFULNESS 
 

“…and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free…” 

 
John 8:32 

 

http://www.saintjamesschool.net/
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            NOTES FROM THE NURSE        

Absence Calls:  Please contact the school as early as possible each day your child is home sick. 

St. James School uses the following protocol for reporting absences: Parents must call the main office before 8:30 
AM to report daily absences. Please give your name and your relation to the student. Give the student’s name, 
homeroom and the reason for the absence. If your child is ill, please report the nature of the illness (fever, sore throat, 
gastro-intestinal, etc.). Always contact your health care provider with questions or concerns about your child’s illness 
symptoms. 
 
As we enter the cold and flu season, a few reminders on what you can do to keep children and families healthy: 

 It is recommended that everyone aged 6 months and older be vaccinated against influenza to protect 
themselves and their family and friends throughout the 2019-2020 flu season.  For further information, 
contact your health care provider, visit the Center for Disease Control and Protection (CDC) website at 
www.cdc.gov/flu website, or call the CDC Info Center at 1-800-232-4636.  This CDC website offers great 
information and advice regarding this flu season. 

 Influenza is spread mainly person-to-person through the coughing and sneezing of infected people. 

 Take everyday actions to stay healthy.  Teach your children/family to: 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.  Throw the tissue in the trash after you 
use it. 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze, or use alcohol-based hand 
cleaners. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. 

 Be familiar with cold symptoms and flu symptoms. 

 Recognize a fever or signs of a fever.  A fever is a temperature, taken with a thermometer, that is 100 ºF or 
higher.  If you are not able to measure a temperature, the sick person might have a fever if he or she feels 
warm, has a flushed appearance, or is sweating or shivering. 

 Follow public health advice and contact  your child’s Health Care provider for specific concerns. 

 Find healthy ways to deal with stress and anxiety. 

 Keep children and adults with cold or flu-like symptoms home. The CDC recommends that adults or children 
stay home from work or school at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever and are not taking fever-
reducing drugs (i.e., Tylenol, Motrin, etc.). In addition, children and adults should stay home if they have other 
symptoms such as a wheezing, croupy cough, or a thick, colored discharge from the nose, or other symptoms 
that indicate that they are too ill to go to school or work.  Contact your physician for further advice. 

 If you are sick, limit contact with others to keep from infecting them.  Sick people should stay home, except 
to go to the doctor’s office, and should avoid contact with others.  Keeping sick children/adults at home may 
reduce the number of people who get infected. 

Important Information Regarding School Vision/Hearing/Scoliosis Screening 

Effective July 1, 2015, The Connecticut State Legislature changed the law regarding school screenings for vision, 
hearing and scoliosis screenings. 

According to Substitute House Bill No. 7023 (Public Act NO. 15-215), vision and hearing school screenings will be 
provided for Kindergarten, Grade 1, 3, 4, 5 only. The scoliosis school screenings will be provided for female students 
in Grades 5 and 7 and male students in Grade 8 or 9. The Saint James School nurse will follow these screening 
guidelines as noted above and will provide scoliosis screenings for Grade 8 female students as listed above and male 
students. 

As always, please contact the school nurse directly at Saint James for any additional information. 
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TREE OF BLESSINGS 

We are currently accepting orders for the 2019 Tree of 
Blessings.  You may purchase a beautifully designed 
cardstock ornament In Memory of or In Honor of a 
loved one. The ornament, with your loved one’s name, 
will be displayed on the school Christmas tree.  A 
Prayer Service honoring the recipients will be held on 
Wednesday, December 18th at 9AM in the gymnasium 
of Saint James School. Saint James parents are 
welcome to attend. Please enter through the main 
office doors and sign in at the office. Order forms will 
be sent home with students and extra order forms are 
available in the school office and at the exits of the 
Church.  Please have all order forms in by December 
10th so ornaments can be made in time for the 
ceremony.  All proceeds will benefit Saint James School. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Have a Blessed 
Christmas season! 

 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE 

On Friday, December 13th from 7-9:30PM, St. Bridget 
School is hosting the annual dressier dance. Please note, 
girls who are wearing any dress with straps, regardless 
of width, strapless or halter will be required to wear a 
sweater or cover up for the entire evening. Boys should 
wear a nice pair of pants (similar to uniform pants) and 
a collared shirt. A jacket or tie is not required. Jeans and 
T-shirts are not permitted. To avoid issues on December 
13th, please follow these guidelines. No exceptions will 
be made.   

Parents are required to sign their children in and out of 
the dance. A $5 admittance fee with permission slip is 
required along with a non-perishable food item to be 
donated to a local food pantry.  

 

 

                            

      SZOPKA KRAKOWSKA CONTEST 

The Szopka Krakowska, or nativity scene/crib, is a 
Christmas tradition originating from Krakow, Poland 
dating back to the 19th century. Though commonly called 
“Christmas Cribs” in English, they look more like castles or 
cathedrals. Students in Grades 2-8 created these 
Christmas castles for the nativity of Jesus and were 
entered in the 39th annual Szopka Krakowska Contest on 
November 30th sponsored by the Polish Cultural Club of 
Greater Hartford, Inc. at the Polish National Home in 
Hartford, CT. 

We are so very proud of each and every entry and all the 
time the students spent in creating beautiful places for 
the Holy Family. Some of the castles will be on display at 
the Christmas concert on December 4th. 

The following students are participating in the contest: 
Annabelle Krueger, Shreya Senthil, Mary LaMonica, 
Brianna Flores, Avery and Hudson Prewo, Lily and Julia 
Puzio, Fabrizia Spadaccini, Johanna and Isabella Monak, 
Emmaline Davis, Maya and Jameson Fisher, Amelia 
Deschaine, Tiffany and Stefaniya Barbieri.  
 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

CHRISTMAS WREATH SALE 
 

Decorate your homes early for the holiday season! The 
HSA is running its annual wreath sale. Please consider 
purchasing wreaths through our fundraiser.  
 
To place an order, please complete the order form that 
was sent home and send it to school with exact payment 
of cash or a check payable to Saint James School in an 
envelope marked “HSA Christmas Wreath Sale.”  
 
Once your order is placed, we will send home your 
redeemable coupon(s) with your child. You can pick up 
your wreath(s) as early as November 18th at Botticello 
Farms at 209 Hillstown Road in Manchester. Orders must 
be placed no later than December 12th. Coupons must be 
redeemed by December 16th. Any questions, please 
contact Jodi Talaga at jtalaga94@gmail.com. 
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Do you shop on Amazon.com?  Amazon's new charitable giving program, AmazonSmile, will donate a 
percentage of your total Amazon purchases to St. James School!  Simply type http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-
0653122 into your website browser and begin shopping.  Or, visit http://smile.amazon.com and, when 
prompted to select a charity, enter St. James Parish Corporation or 06-0653122 in the search box.  Entering 
Amazon through the "Smile" link gives you the SAME PRODUCTS, SAME PRICES, SAME SERVICE as Amazon.com, 
but with the extra bonus of supporting St. James School.  We thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW STUDENT ADMISSIONS &  
OPEN HOUSE DATES 

Please help us spread the word! Informational Open 
House events for new families considering Saint James 
School for the 2020-2021 school year are as follows:  

Pre-Kindergarten – 8th Grade Program 
January 26, 2020 from 1-3PM 

 
Pre-Kindergarten  –  8th Grade Program 

March 25, 2020 from 6-8PM  
 

Further details on our Open House events will be sent 
out in December via the school e-mail blast. Personal 
tours of the school for next year’s admissions are 
already being scheduled. Please encourage interested 
individuals to contact our Advancement Director, Amy 
Guenther, at aguenther@saintjamesschool.net or 860-
643-5088 to schedule a visit or RSVP for an Open House. 

 

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year for our 
currently enrolled families will take place during the 
first two weeks of January. 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC NOTES 

The Advanced Band performed at the Saint James School 
Veterans’ Day Assembly on Monday, November 11th.  The 
Band students performed “Marches of the Armed Forces” 
which includes the marching songs of all five branches of 
the service. Mr. Corcoran thanks the school administration 
for showcasing the band at this big event. 

The Saint James School Christmas Concert will be held on 
Wednesday, December 4th at 6:30PM. All band students 
will wear black and white to the evening concert. Students 
need to report to the cafeteria between 6-6:15PM to put 
on their ties and cumber buns.  Any alumni and parents 
who play wind instruments are welcome to sit with the 
Advanced Band. Please contact Mr. Corcoran if you wish to 
perform. 

Regional Band applications are due on November 30th. 
Please send them to P.O. Box 428, Portland, CT 06480. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

SILVER AND GOLD SOIREE 
SATURDAY, MARCH 28TH 

Mark your calendars… 
More details to follow… 

 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO COUNT BOX TOPS 

FOR SAINT JAMES SCHOOL!! 

 

http://amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653122
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653122
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

The fourth grade classes packed shoeboxes with 
small toys purchased with money the students 
earned for Operation Christmas Child which is a 

Christian ministry. After a special prayer for each 
package to bring hope and confort to a child in 
need, the boxes were sent out using a special 

shipping lable so the students can see where their 
packages ended up. Great job fourth graders! 

  

ABSENCE CALLS 

Please contact the school as early as possible each day 
your child is home sick. 

Parents must call the school, or send an email to either 
of the following email addresses: 

 mainoffice@saintjamesschool.net 
 lsager@saintjamesschool.net 

before 8:30AM to report daily absences. Please give your 
name and your relation to the student. Give the student’s 
name and homeroom and the reason for the absence. If 
your child is ill, please report the nature of the illness (flu, 
fever, sore throat, gastro-intestinal, etc.). If you have any 
health-related questions, please contact Mrs. Vignati. 

_______________________________________________ 

 

SCHOOL MASS ON  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH AT 9AM 

Please join us for the Children’s Mass at St. James Church. 
Students from the school will be greeters, gift bearers as 
well as a reader. The school choir will be singing as well. 
Coffee and donuts will be served after Mass in the lower 

basement. 

The Szopka (Navity Castles) will be on display in the 
lower church during this time.  

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

 

SJS 2019 ANNUAL FUND 

A special Thank You to all the members of the Saint 
James community who have generously supported our 
2019 Annual Fund Campaign. To date, we have raised 
over $32,000.00 thanks to strong participation from our 
SJS parents, grandparents, alumni, parishoners, and 
other friends of the school.  

As previously noted, this year’s donations will help 
offset the substantial cost of replacing the over-50-
year-old roof on our pre-kindergarten facility. 

Annual fund donations, which come directly to our 
school, have helped us make many critical improvements 
in recent years such as bright, energy-efficient windows 
in the majority of our school and new energy-efficient 
roofs over our classrooms, breezeway, and now the 
gymnasium/cafeteria wing. The impact of these 
improvements on our school facility has been significant 
and we thank you for your support.  

If you have not yet made a (tax-deductible) donation to 
the Saint James School 2019 Annual Fund Campaign, we 
hope that you will consider helping Saint James School 
stay strong for the future by making a contribution 
today.  Every donation makes a difference!  

Please visit www.saintjamesschool.net/annualfund for 
more information. As always, we thank you for all you 
do to support of our great school! 

 

http://www.saintjamesschool.net/annualfund
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Cross Country 2019 
 
As is the case each fall, the cross country season starts in early September and concludes the first weekend in 
November. Success was accomplished by numerous runners and many established faster times and stronger finishes. 
We were blessed with good weather, fun times, and excellent performances. Thirty boys and girls contributed to the 
team, broken down into ten eighth graders, ten seventh graders, five sixth graders, and four fifth graders.   
 
The boy’s team had some outstanding performances. Evan Ansaldi placed first for St. James School in most of the 
meets, grabbing numerous medals in the process. Eric Ansaldi always on the heels of his brother, also had an 
outstanding season. Evan’s 3rd place finish at the CT MS State XC Meet and Eric’s 18th place finish was the highlight of 
the season. Henry Peeler, Alejandro Oyewole, Jameson Fisher, along with newcomers Twebaza Dune and Alex Bulger, 
made up our talented top 5.  Considering Jameson is only a fifth grader, he bypassed expectations and many 
upperclassmen! 
 
The girl’s team, although lacking in numbers, made up for with grit and determination. Eighth grader Sarah Christina 
came on strong when it counted the most, finishing the last three meets with some great times and concluding her 
season with a 7th place medal finish at the MS State XC Meet at Wickham Park. Her teammate Maya Fisher led the 
girl’s team for the season, placing 2nd at the Harry Geraghty Invitational, and an outstanding 4th place medal finish at 
the CT State XC Meet. Sammy Creamer also medaled at the State Meet, placing 44th out of 296 runners. Cora Tierney, 
only a fifth grader, was called on to perform and did not disappoint.  There is certainly many more exciting years 
ahead. Thanks to all runners who came out to train and compete. As the saying goes…….”Our sport is Your 
punishment.” 

GO SABERS!! 
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HONOR ROLL-SECOND TRIMESTER 

HIGH HONORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 6 

Kamden Bevans 
Samantha Kellerman 

Allyson Leary 
Irene Milite 

Ayden Riendeau 

GRADE 7 

Stefaniya Barbieri 
Alexander Bulger 
Jason Dufresne 

Maya Fisher 
Brianna Flores 

Michael Machewirth 
Zachary Nyberg 

 

GRADE 8 

Annabelle Krueger 
Luke Milite 

Alejandro Oyewole 
Marion Patsalides 

Shreya Senthil 
Isabel Taclawan 

 

 

GRADE 6 

Leyton Bulger 
Taylor Caldwell 

Clara Covill 
Kha Dang 
Will Davis 

Gabriella DiSalvatore 
Madison Fogarty 

Jake Gangloff 
Aiden Garcia 

Makayla Jones 
Matthew Lysik 

Alex Melaragno 
Molly Melia 

Alexander Musiitwa 
Nora O’Callaghan 

William Piotrowski 
Stefan Poth 
Lilly Puzio 

Ayva Scalese 
Sarah Siolkowski 

Kaitlyn Soto 
Anya Tansil 

 

GRADE 7 

Anya Avis 
Anna-Maria Bellamy 

Ryan Carroll 
John Christina 

Samantha Creamer 
Giovanni Esposito 

Monique Garcia-Nieves 
Greyson Grzesiakowski 

Patricia Kearney 
Mary LaMonica 
Aiden McAuliffe 

Ethan Miller 
Igor Muniz 
Marko Paxi 

Avery Prewo 
Jack Randolph 

Christian Tjagvad 

 

 

GRADE 8 

Erik Ansaldi 
Benjamin Blackwell 

Shea Boyle 
Bradley Bushnell 

Ryan Chacaga 
Michael Creamer 

Isabella Fusco 
Carson Herr 

Gabriella Italia 
Isabella Jablonecki 

Sophie Kamis 
David LaMonica 

Aaron Mickiewicz 
Braedan Pagani 

Henry Peeler 
Christopher Richard 

Holden Riley 
Taylor Roy 

 

                  GENERAL HONORS 

 

Congratulations! 

 


