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AUGUST/SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 

  August 30 

First Day of School, Grades K-8  
Welcome Back Coffee, 8-9AM, Cafeteria 
Pre-Kindergarten Meet & Greet, 8:30-11AM,                   
HALF DAY 12:05PM DISMISSAL 

August 31 

First Full Day of Pre-K 4/5 Programs 
FMI Demo, Grades 4 and 5 
Cherrydale Fundraiser Kick-off, 1:15PM, Gym 
“Back to School Mass,” 9:15AM, Church 
FMI First Day, Grades 5-8 

Sept. 3 NO SCHOOL-LABOR DAY 

Sept. 4 
HSA Evening Meeting, 7-8PM, Cafeteria 
Cross Country Begins, 2-3:30PM 

Sept. 5 

First Day of Pre-K 3-year old Program 
HSA Morning Meeting, 8-9AM, Lower Church 
Rosary Prayed, 8:15AM, Gym 
FMI Parent Meeting, 6:30PM, Cafeteria 

Sept. 9 St. James School Children’s Mass, 9AM, Church 

Sept. 10 School Board Meeting, 6PM 

Sept. 

11-12 
  Individual School Pictures 

Sept. 13 
Class School Pictures 
Staff Meeting, 2:20-3:15PM 

Sept.  

17-20 
Scholastic Book Fair 

Sept. 18 “Meet the Teachers”, Grades 6-8, 6:30-8PM 

Sept. 19 “Meet the Teachers”, Pre-K-Grade 5, 6-7:30PM 

Sept. 21 
Cherrydale Fundraiser Orders Due 
Family Fun Movie Night, 6-8PM, Gym 

Sept. 27 HALF DAY 12:05PM DISMISSAL 

 

St. James School  
73 Park Street 
Manchester, CT 06040 
(860) 643-5088 
www.SaintJamesSchool.net 

Bridget Zorger, Principal 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Saint James School provides a quality Catholic 
education inspired by the Sisters of Mercy and based 
on the teachings of Jesus Christ. We strive to develop 
the full potential of every child, to encourage service 
to others, and to build a foundation for independent 
life-long learning. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTES 

• Any person visiting the staff, dropping off 
forgotten items, or volunteering in the school 
during school hours MUST first report to the School 
Office, sign the Visitor Book, and receive a Visitor 
Badge in exchange for their driver’s license which 
will be returned upon leaving the school via the 
School Office.  

• Morning arrival and afternoon walker dismissal: 
The teachers arrive on duty at 7:30AM to supervise 
students.  Beginning on August 30th, students will 
need to line up in the Pre-K parking lot in the 
morning due to construction on the gym roof and 
walkers will be dismissed to the parking lot in the 
afternoon until further notice.  

• Please do not park your car: 

✓ On Park Street, Otis Street, and Church Street in 
areas marked with “No Parking” signs.  These signs 
are in place for important traffic flow reasons; 

✓ In the Staff parking lots at arrival and dismissal 
times; 

✓ On Church Street from the corner of Park Street to 
Oak Place/Locust Street at pick-up time.  This is 
where the school buses park. 

• Please follow the proper “chain of command” to 
discuss your child’s academic/behavioral concerns: 
first the teacher, then the principal. 

• The full 2018-2019 school calendar and the parent-
student handbook can be found on the Saint James 
School website under the Documents and Forms 
Quick Link. 

 

GRANDPARENTS’ AND SPECIAL PERSONS’ DAY 

On October 26th from 10am-noon, the HSA will be 
organizing this exciting morning for our Kindergarten 

through 5th Grade students and their grandparents and/or 
special person(s). Please look for more information in 

October. 

http://www.saintjamesschool.net/
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STAFF CHANGES 

 
 

Mr. Adams 
New Middle School Social Studies Teacher 

 
Mrs. Piotrowski 

New 5th Grade Teacher 
 

Ms. Begey 
New 2nd Grade Teacher 

 
Mrs. Rafferty 

New K-5 Art Teacher 
 

Mrs. Corcoran 
New Music Teacher 

 
Mrs. St. Jean 

New Pre-K Director 
 

Mrs. LaChance and Mrs. Holmes 
Pre-Kindergarten Aides 

 
____________________________________ 

 

NOTES FROM THE NURSE 

If your child will need medications 
administered during the school day, a 
Medication Authorization Form must be 
signed by a physician and parent and 
returned ASAP.  Students cannot bring in 
medication.  Only parents or guardians 
should deliver medications to the nurse. 

Incoming 7th graders and Kindergartners:  
Reminder to return the completed 
Physical Examination Forms (blue forms) 
sent home to you last June. Call Mrs. 
Vignati, our school nurse, if you have any 
questions. 

 

    HOT LUNCH PRICES 

      Gr. K-5 Meal w/milk - $2.35 
       Gr. 6-8 Meal w/ milk - $2.60 

Milk only - 40¢ 
 

Each full day of school, students in Grades 1 – 8 have the option to 
purchase a school-prepared lunch. School lunches may be pre-paid 
for by parents weekly, monthly, or beyond.  

A hot-lunch calendar will be sent home each month (with youngest 
Grade 1-8 student).  A copy of the hot-lunch calendar can be found 
on the school’s website homepage.  

It is strongly advised that parents pre-pay for their child(ren)’s 
lunches by check or by utilizing the on-line pre-payment program. 
(Details on the on-line pre-payment program for new students 
will be sent home shortly). 

If paying by check, please make your check payable to “Manchester 
Hot Lunch Program.” Milk can’t be pre-paid for Kindergarten/ Pre-
Kindergarten.  Any questions, please contact the SJS cafeteria. 

______________________________________________________ 

SNACKS 
 

The policy of daily snacks for Grades 1-8 will begin on Thursday, 
August 30th. Students have the option to bring whole or cut up fruit 
and vegetables to school in a zip-lock bag with a napkin to be eaten 
mid-morning.  A water bottle may also be brought to school daily. 
Students may not bring granola/cereal bars or any other snack 
other than fruit/ vegetable and water for morning snack.  

________________________________________________ 

SCHOOL E-MAIL BLASTS 

Saint James School regularly sends e-mail notification to parents in 
an effort to cut down on the amount of paper coming home while 
still keeping parents well-informed about school happenings.  If you 
are not signed up to receive school e-mails, you may miss out on 
important notifications such as unexpected schedule changes, 
important dates, and more.   

If you are unsure if you currently subscribed to the e-mail group or 
have questions regarding school e-mail, please e-mail our 
Advancement Director at aguenther@saintjamesschool.net. To 
change or register an additional e-mail address, please visit the 
homepage of our website - saintjamesschool.net and scroll down 
to the section marked "Parent E-Mail Notification Group."   

You can easily unsubscribe an e-mail address at any time by clicking 
the “unsubscribe” link at the bottom of any e-mail. 

mailto:aguenther@saintjamesschool.net
http://www.saintjamesschool.net/


S a b e r  S t o r i e s       S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8  P a g e  3 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW FAMILY “MEET AND SWEETS” A SUCCESS 

Saint James School hosted this fun, annual back-to-school event on August 28th for our new families/students and 
their Saint James “Buddy Families”.  Everyone enjoyed the delicious “sweets,” which were generously donated by 
our wonderful friends at Highland Park Market. The evening gave new students and their families a chance to meet 
other St. James School families, teachers, and staff as well as ask any remaining questions about the first day of 
school.  A special thank you all our families who signed up to be a buddy family this summer and to our older St. 
James students who volunteered at the event. We hope that all our attending families enjoyed themselves.  

 

CROSS COUNTRY 

The first Cross Country practice of the season will be held on Tuesday, September 4th. It will be open to all St. James 
students in 5th – 8th grade.  In order to participate, the completed St. James School Athletic Form (2018-2019) must 
be submitted to the school office along with the $35.00 cross country fee required for each participant. Please make 
checks out to “Saint James School”. 

Practices are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2-3:30pm, unless otherwise noted by the coach.  Students should dismiss 
to the school gym with the WALKERS group.  They will wait in the gym with the teacher until Coach O’Neill comes 
down to get them.  Please be outside the breezeway for pickup by 3:30pm. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

The Scholastic Book Fair will run this year from September 17-20. This is a great fundraiser, as 60% of all purchases 
go to books and equipment for St. James! 

We tentatively plan to have classrooms come to the fair during school hours on Monday, September 17 to make 
“wish lists”. On Tuesday or Wednesday (as arranged with the teachers), the students return to make purchases. 
Cash, checks (payable to Saint James HSA) and major credit cards are accepted. We will be open Tuesday night, 
September 18, and Wednesday night, September 19.  

You can also shop on-line! Purchases made from Scholastic by following the link on www.saintjamesschool.net (TBA) 
will be sent directly to your child’s classroom, bagged, and marked for them. All of these purchases still benefit the 
school the same way as if bought at the fair! More information will be sent home with the students.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHURCH LIAISON NEEDED 

A church liaison is needed to “shadow” Mrs. Herr this year and then assume the role for the 2019-2020 school year. 
The liaison would coordinate all the details for the school masses as well as the monthly masses at St. James Church. 
If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Zorger at bzorger@saintjamesschool.net.  

 

 

 

http://www.saintjamesschool.net/
mailto:bzorger@saintjamesschool.net
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VERY SIMPLE, VERY EFFECTIVE WAYS TO 
SUPPORT SJS: 

 

 

The 2018-2019 United Way Community Campaign is 
currently underway at many of our local companies. 
Please remember you can donate to Saint James 
School through the United Way by utilizing our code - 
AG0681-1 or going to the section “Write In/Other” 
and writing in “Saint James School, Manchester, CT.” 

 

Help support St. James School and help your child’s 
class collect the most Box Tops to win a Dress Down 
Day and the Traveling Trophy. Box Tops for Education 
are one of the easiest ways for you to help earn extra 
money for the school. Each Box Top you clip is worth 
10₡. Each month, send your Box Tops into school in a 
baggie marked with the teacher’s name.  

Additionally, you can track our progress and support 
our school by signing up at www.btfe.com. Please 
note, 7th and 8th grade students can also earn service 
hours by helping count Box Tops. If you have any 
questions, please contact SJS parent volunteer Mary 
Beth Dufresne at marybethdufresne@cox.net. 

    

Do you shop on Amazon.com?  Amazon's charitable 
giving program, AmazonSmile, will donate a 
percentage of your total Amazon purchases to St. 
James School!   

Simply type http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-
0653122 into your website browser and begin 
shopping.  Or, visit http://smile.amazon.com and, 
when prompted to select a charity, enter St. James 
School Manchester or 06-0653122 in the search box.   

Entering Amazon through the "Smile" link gives you 
the SAME PRODUCTS, SAME PRICES, SAME SERVICE as 
Amazon.com, but with the extra bonus of supporting 
St. James School.  

 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS – SEPT. 11-13 
 

CLOTHING GUIDELINES FOR PORTRAITS 

Students must wear nice clothing for their individual 
portraits within the following guidelines: 

 
Individual Portraits- September 11-12 

No ripped or torn clothing 
Shorts must not be more than 2 inches above the knee 

No mini-skirts 
No sweats 

No tank tops, camis, halter tops, or spaghetti straps 
No high heels, platform shoes, flip-flops, backless shoes, 

open-toe sandals 
No clothing with inappropriate logos, slogans, 

advertisements 

Class Portraits- September 13 

Grades K-5 Girls: Skort with polo with navy knee high socks 
Grades K-5 Boys: Khaki pants with polo 

Grades 6-8 Girls: Skort with oxford 
Grades 6-8 Boys: Khaki pants w/oxford and tie 

________________________________________ 

SUBSTITUTES NEEDED! 

Would you be interested in subbing this year, or know of 
someone who would like to substitute? We would 
appreciate your help. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
 Two-year degree          

(not necessarily in education) 

Please contact the school office and specify the grade 
level(s) in which you are interested and Mrs. Anderson 

will contact you with more information.  

 

 

Please help Saint James School to purchase educational 
supplies by registering your store cards (renew each year): 

Stop and Shop: Code 07431 
https://stopandshop.com/my-account/#/rewards-and-savings 

 

Shop Rite: Prices Plus Card Code-18386 
www.shopriteforeducation.com 

 

http://www.btfe.com/
mailto:marybethdufresne@cox.net
http://amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653122
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653122
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/
https://stopandshop.com/my-account/%23/rewards-and-savings
http://www.shopriteforeducation.com/
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COMMUNITY SERVICE  
WITH EXTENDED DAY 

Any community service served at Extended Day must be arranged with the Director of Extended Day, Jean Burdick, 
prior to the day the student serves. It will be limited to no more than three students at a time. 

Any student that shows up without prior arrangement will be asked to call his/her parent to be picked up. The student 
will not be given any credit for serving. 

Ms. Jean can be reached at the school at 860-643-5088 ext. 5 or 860-646-7808 ext. 5 from 6:15-8AM or 1:45-5:30 PM. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

UNIFORM CLOSET ADDITIONS 

The uniform closet will be open from 2:15pm – 3:15pm this year. The uniform closet rooms can be found on the 
second floor of the Pre-Kindergarten building. Please feel free to take what you can use. There is a bathroom next 
door to the uniform room for students to try on clothes. Please do not take the hangers. Please try to leave the room 
as neat as or neater than you find it. Please remember to turn off the lights.  

Only current uniform items that meet the dress code are accepted. Clothes must be clean and in good wearable 
shape. Soiled, stained or torn clothes are not accepted. Clothes not meeting the dress code (Old Navy, Target brand 
pants etc.) are not accepted. Please leave donated clothes in the marked box in the room with the pants, or in the 
school’s main office. 

There is a section for dresses and suits that are clean and in good condition for First Communion. We are also 
accepting costumes worn from previous International Days that our students can use for this future event. 

 

 

 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC NOTES  

The instrumental music program at Saint James School kept moving ahead this summer with 23 students taking 
summer lessons. Mr. Corcoran will put on a demonstration for Grades 4 and 5 on Friday, August 31st to encourage 
new students to join the band program. Advanced Band will also practice on Friday, August 31st. On Wednesday, 
September 5th at 6:30PM in the cafeteria, there will be a parent meeting for parents and students interested in 
joining the instrumental music program. Lessons and band will begin for Grades 4 and 5 on Thursday, September 
6th. Saint James School will be hosting the Eastern Regional Honors Band starting on Friday, September 28th. 
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 Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We, at Saint James School, consider it a privilege to work with parents in the education of children because we believe 
parents are the primary educators of their children. It is your right and duty to become the primary role model for the 
development of your child’s life—physically, mentally, spiritually, emotionally, and psychologically.  Your choice of Saint 
James School involves a commitment and exhibits a concern for helping your child to recognize God as the greatest good 
in his or her life. 

Since you have chosen to enter into a partnership with us at Saint James School, we trust you will be loyal to this 
commitment.  During these formative years (Pre-K to Grade 8), your child needs constant support from both parents 
and faculty in order to develop his or her moral, intellectual, physical, social, and cultural endowment.  Neither parents 
nor teachers can afford to doubt the sincerity of the efforts of their educational partner in the quest of challenging, yet 
nourishing, the student to reach his or her potential.  Evidence of mutual respect between parents and teachers will 
model good, mature behavior and relationships. 

Students are naturally eager to grow and learn.  As this natural process occurs, a child needs both understanding and 
discipline.  At times, your child may perceive discipline as restrictive.  However, it is boundaries and limits which provide 
a young person with both guidance and security.   

As partners in the educational process at Saint James School, we ask you to: 

• Set rules, times, and limits so that your child: 
❖ Gets to bed early on school nights 
❖ Arrives at school on time and is picked up on time at the end of the day 
❖ Dresses according to the school dress code 
❖ Takes responsibility for grades earned and is accountable for all assignments completed on time 
❖ Has lunch money or a nutritional lunch every day 

• Actively participate in school activities such as fundraisers, social events, extra-curricular events and Parent-
Teacher conferences 

• See that your child takes care of books and school property responsibly 

• Provide the school with a written note of explanation when your child has been absent or tardy 

• Notify the school office of any changes of address or important phone numbers 

• Meet all financial obligations to the school 

• Inform the school of any special situations regarding your child’s well-being, safety, and health 

• Complete and return to school any requested information/forms promptly—please ask your child for any 
and all notices every day 

Together, let us begin this year with a commitment to partnership as we support one another in helping your child 
become the best person he or she is capable of becoming. 
          Sincerely, 
          The Staff of Saint James School 

 

ASBESTOS INSPECTION REPORT 

To: All Parents, Teachers, and Employees of Saint James 

From: Bridget Zorger, Principal 

Date: September 1, 2018 

In compliance with AHERA regulations, we are required to inform all of the above-mentioned individuals associated 
with Saint James School of the Asbestos Inspection Report and Management Plan. This Report/Plan is on file in the 
school office and is available for review by any parent, teacher, etc. during normal school business hours of the school. 
Please make your request for reviewing this file to the principal.  

 


